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Dear Friends,
It is with a heavy heart that I write this letter.  We have just 
begun our long journey of recovery after two dozen parishes 
in our state were affected by devastating floods last month.  

On behalf of the MGMA-LA Board, our hearts and prayers are with each person 
directly affected and those who are supporting family members and friends 
who were directly affected.  We are “Louisiana Strong”, and we will recover. 

As a result of the flooding, it was with a subdued atmosphere that we held our 
2016 Annual Meeting and Conference.  While it was difficult for many of us, 
the contractual obligations the chapter had to the hotel, exhibitors, sponsors, 
and our members made it necessary to move forward with our original plans. 
The conference was filled with valuable educational information.  Kim Huey 
demonstrated her extensive knowledge and experience during the pre-
conference workshop “Developing and Implementing an Audit Program”.  
Keynote speakers Elizabeth Woodcock and Jay Rifenbary were both 
entertaining and informative!  Two thumbs up to Executive Director Kristina 
Romero and her team who delivered a well-planned, well-organized, seamless 
event! Thank you to all who attended, and please don’t forget to respond to the 
survey!

I am very pleased to announce that next year MGMA-LA will join with MGMA-
Mississippi to host a joint conference on August 17-18, 2017 at Hilton New 
Orleans Riverside.  The Board is very excited about this partnership, and feels 
it will be a big win for the members of both chapters.  We look forward to seeing 
you there!

Yours,

Mary Alice

Upcoming 
Events

For more
information, visit
www.lmgma.org
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SAVE THE DATE
MGMA-Louisiana and MGMA Mississippi

 2017 Southern Conference
August 16-18, 2017

Hilton Riverside • New Orleans, LA

UPCOMING

September 20

October 11

November 8

December 6 
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Legislative Update

By Melinda Deslatte | August 22, 2016

“How’s your house?” That’s the new greeting for many across 
south Louisiana as a 20-parish area digs out of catastrophic 
flooding and its aftermath. The logical next question often 
remains unspoken: “How do you pay to fix this?”

That’s the question facing a Louisiana state government that has 
been staggering from one budget crisis to the next. The misery that 
the storms heaped on residents of wide stretches surrounding 
Baton Rouge and Lafayette delivers yet another blow just as the 
state seemed to be on track to getting its financial bearings.

State agencies estimate they have poured at least $13 million and 
counting into flood response work, with the Louisiana National 
Guard alone spending about $800,000 a day, according to the 
governor’s chief budget adviser, Commissioner of Administration 
Jay Dardenne.

Those costs are only going to balloon higher in the recovery effort.

“Somebody asked me, ‘What do you anticipate the price tag 
to be?’ I said, ‘God, I haven’t even gotten to that, the total,” 
said House Speaker Taylor Barras, R-New Iberia, whose district 
received flood damage.

While FEMA will reimburse much of the cost of rescue and 
recovery work, the price tag for the state’s share could still be 
sizable — tens of millions, possibly hundreds of millions of dollars 
— because the flood damage is so extensive.

Gov. John Bel Edwards said the state’s financial woes won’t 
hamper the response, that the money will have to work itself out 
later.

“We’re not pinching our pennies in this disaster. We’re spending 
whatever it takes,” Dardenne said. But he acknowledged the 
costs for the state are “going to be huge.”

Under federal law, FEMA picks up 75 percent of the costs 
associated with responding to the disaster, debris removal and 
repair of disaster-damaged public facilities, like roads. State and 
local government agencies pay the remaining 25 percent.

And those agencies must spend their own money first. FEMA 
provides reimbursement after collecting documentation.

FEMA says it pays 100 percent of the housing assistance that it 
provides to storm victims — grants to help with costs for rental 
assistance and some home repairs. But that federal cost share 

drops back down to 75 percent for other types of individual 
assistance, like grants for disaster-related medical expenses or 
money to replace furniture and appliances.

The Edwards administration hopes to move to a better match 
rate that the state has received after some hurricanes, in which 
the federal government pays 90 percent. That higher match rate, 
however, requires action from the president, according to FEMA.

The flooding’s devastation is yet another financial hit to a state 
that just worked its way through closing the worst budget 
shortfall seen in 30 years — a state that still has lingering projects 
from hurricanes Katrina and Rita in 2005 and hurricanes Gustav 
and Ike in 2008.

Only a few days ago, Treasurer John Kennedy had been optimistic 
after seeing the July tax collection numbers. That encouragement 
may have been washed away in the flood.

“We may cry after August,” Kennedy told state officials.

In the short-term, new financial gaps will be added to an expected 
deficit left from the last budget year whose size remains unclear. 
The catastrophic flooding also has made it more likely the state 
will need a short-term bank loan to keep paying for government 
operations.

“We’re burning cash right now and we’re not taking in revenue in 
a lot of these areas because offices have been closed,” Dardenne 
said.

Tax extensions have been granted in the flood-ravaged region, 
delaying money the state needs to pay its bills and making the 
state less certain of what money it will receive.

In the long-term, the damaging impact on the state treasury could 
be deepened by lost economic activity caused by the flooding, 
or it could be boosted by an influx of spending on construction 
supplies, replaced cars and new furniture.

The question marks are large.

Remembering the financial see-saw caused by Katrina and Rita, 
Senate President John Alario, R-Westwego, told colleagues: “We 
have to be very, very careful with any money we spend at this 
point.”

www.insurancejournal.com/news/ 
southcentral/2016/08/22/424094.htm

There are about 85,600 people in Louisiana affected by the flood that are seeking federal aid. Those same flood waters will 
also impact the state budget woes. The below article is a suggested read from the Insurance Journal. More articles can be 
found at: http://www.insurancejournal.com/news/southcentral/2016/08/22/424094.htm.

Greg Ivey, The Pediatric Center, Sulphur, LA

Analysis: Flooding Intensifies Louisiana’s Financial Woes

www.insurancejournal.com/news/ southcentral/2016/08/22/424094.htm
www.insurancejournal.com/news/ southcentral/2016/08/22/424094.htm
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Spending Too Much Time Trying to Analyze Your Data 
If you’re like a lot of medical practices, you’re spending too much time trying to analyze your 
data and not enough time acting on it.  I’ve found three resources to help you better manage 
your practice data in Excel.

Excel Boot Camp
http://mooresolutionsinc.com/excel-boot-camp/

Excel Boot Camp is a free series of twice a week short videos on how to use Excel in a medical 
practice setting.  Boot Camp covers the very basics of Excel.  If you or your staff need to come up 
to speed with using Excel, you can’t beat these videos.  

Articles on Using Excel
http://mooresolutionsinc.com/articles/

There are over 30 brief articles about using Excel features, complete with screen captures and 
examples to make you and your team faster and more efficient in Excel.  Most of the articles 
were originally published in Billing, an HBMA publication dedicated to improving revenue cycle 
operations.

Excel Videos
http://mooresolutionsinc.com/watch-excel-videos/

There are over 500 free short videos on a wide variety of Excel topics including Pivot Tables, 
charts, formulas, maps, macros, and more.  This page has links for each topic.  Each link has 
playlists to help you navigate to the Excel Videos you need to watch.

About Nate
All of this material is produced by Nate Moore.  Nate is a CPA, MBA, 
FACMPE who I’ve heard speak at several national conferences.  Nate’s 
the guru of Business Intelligence for medical practices. His first book, 
Better Data, Better Decisions: Using Business Intelligence in the Medical 
Practice, is an MGMA bestseller.  You can follow PivotTableGuy on Twitter 
or Facebook or connect with Nate on LinkedIn to be notified each time he 
releases a new video or article.

Treasurer
TIM BARRETT

Radiology Associates
Baton Rouge, LA

http://mooresolutionsinc.com/excel-boot-camp/
http://mooresolutionsinc.com/articles/
http://mooresolutionsinc.com/watch-excel-videos/
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We had a great time at our 2016 Annual Conference! 

We hope you plan to join us next August 16-18 at the Hilton Riverside, New Orleans!

MGMA-LA President Mary Alice Stanford 
presents member Lee Chastant with the 

Honorary Life Member award
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CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

Local Chapters-
Get involved! 

Click below to see what 
is going on in a local 

chapter near you! 

Acadiana

Baton Rouge

Bayou

Central Louisiana

New Orleans 

Northlake
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Board of 
Directors
President
Mary Alice Stanford, MBA, CMPE
Renal Associates Baton Rouge
Baton Rouge, LA

Vice President
Tina Baus
SWLA Sports & Rehab Center
Lake Charles, LA 

Treasurer
Tim Barrett
Radiology Associates
Baton Rouge, LA 

Secretary
Crystal Williams, FACMPE
Cardiovascular Institute of the South
Thibodaux, Louisiana

LAMMICO, a physician-owned company specializing in medical 
professional liability insurance products and services in Louisiana.

One Galleria Blvd, Suite 700, Metairie, LA 70001,  
Telephone: 504-831-3756

http://mgmabr2016.eventzilla.net/web/event?eventid=2138876848
http://lmgma.org/page-18084
http://lmgma.org/page-18085
http://lmgma.org/page-18094
http://lmgma.org/page-18095
http://lmgma.org/page-18097
http://lmgma.org/page-18096

